zg                   FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
this it was clear that there was no basis of fact upon which
the police grounded their opinion that a disturbance might
occur. Indeed the opinion itself was ^ expressed in the
vaguest possible manner. It was admitted that on our
first arrival we had constant processions which were not
molested, or in any way interfered with by either Mahom-
medans or Hindus, though they had at that time reason to
believe that Government intended to put The Army down.
(2)  There was no disturbance at the time of arrest.
The second point to which I would call attention
in proof of my assertion that there was no real danger
of a disturbance, is that though we were in a Mahommedan
quarter, there was no symptom of an intention to attack us.
Why could not the police have waited till they saw some
real danger of a breach of the peace ? It is wonderful
indeed, considering the action of the police, that no attempt
should have been made to molest us.
(3)  Our Witnesses prove the same,
that is, that there was no likelihood of a disturbance.
Two of these witnesses, at least, must be regarded as
"experts/* one of them having resided in Bombay for
nearly 35 years, and both of them being well known as
leading men in the Mission Field.
(4)  Twenty Native Newspapers
prove the same. These I have not been allowed to put
in as evidence, but surely their utterances are entitled
to the greatest weight, as being the opinion of the very
people of India on whose behalf Government, or rather
the police, profess to have interfered. The Hindu Prakash,
with the largest circulation in Bombay, says, " This is a
question of liberty of conscience. Why'shouldit be granted
to some, and denied to others ? It is alleged that there will
be a disturbance, but there is really no chance of it. The
Salvation Army haying given up their flags and trumpets,
the police should give up their obstinacy/' The Kai$w4*
Hind, after pointing out that for years Christian Mission-
aries have preached and sung in public without any evil
results, goes on to say that " beautiful faces, a fine pro-
cession and $weet tongue battery are not things to be afraid